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Statutory Guidance 2020 

• Cancellation of the phonics screening check in June 2020 
means incoming year 2 pupils did not take the check in year 
1. In the 2020/21 academic year only, it is statutory for 
schools to administer a past version of the phonics 
screening check to year 2 pupils during the second half of 
the 2020 autumn term and return results to the LA.  

• Year 2 pupils who meet the expected standard in phonics in 
the autumn check will not be required to complete any 
further statutory assessments in phonics. 

•  Year 2 pupils who do not meet the expected standard in 
the autumn check will be expected to take the statutory 
check in June 2021, alongside year 1 pupils. 



Phonics Screening Check 

• There are 40 words for the children to read. 

• Some of these words are real words. 

• Some of these words are ‘alien’ words; they 
are depicted by an alien picture next to the 
word. 

• In 2017, 2018 and 2019, the threshold mark 
was 32.  



Phonics Screening Check Booklet 



Practice Pages 



4 words on a page 
4 real words or 4 alien words 





How will it be carried out? 

• Relaxed and calm 

• Quiet room 

• 1:1 

• With Mrs Burger 

• No pressure 

• Not timed 

• Enjoyable and fun  

• It’s not unfamiliar 



What happens if my child doesn’t 
meet the expected standard? 

• Your child will carry out the phonics screening 
check in June 2021. 

• We will continue to support your child in 
school with their phonics. 

• We will provide information as to how you can 
support your child at home. 

 

• It doesn’t matter if they do not meet the 
expected standard. 


